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___PWCS-GMU Special Education Cohort Program 

In partnership with George Mason University, PWCS offers teachers and any PWCS employee who holds a 
bachelor's degree, the opportunity to obtain licensure in teaching students with disabilities who access the 
general curriculum, plus a Masters Degree in Special Education. 

The successful completion of EDSE 501: Introduction to Special Education is required in order to be 
eligible for a provisional license. (See Page 2 for additional information on a new online course 
offering) 

The PWCS-GMU Cohort Program is designed to assist teachers in completing licensure requirements . 
Students in the cohort meet the same admission and graduation standards as on-campus students . All 
classes are held on the Independent Hill complex in Building I 00. Teachers complete four classes each year 
by meeting one night per week. Participants complete 33 credits for the Licensure Certificate and two 
additional required classes for the MEd in special education. 

Advantages of patticipating in the GMU coho1t: 
• GMU cohort students receive a 20% reduction of the " locked-in" tuition rate as compared to 

on-campus tuition when at least 20 people enroll in the cohort. 
• Cohorts provide a built-in collegial support group. 
• Classes are conveniently taught on the Independent Hill complex. 
• No classes meet during the month of August or during PWCS holiday periods. 
• Teachers complete 4 courses in one academic year. 
• Partial tuition reimbursement may be available. 
• Licensure requirements are completed in less than 3 years. 

Below is an example of classes that teachers participating in the cohort will complete: 
EDSE 540 Characteristics of Students with Disabilities who Access the General Curriculum 
EDSE 502 Classroom Management and Applied Behavior Analysis 
EDSE 503 Language Development and Reading 
EDSE 791 Mid-Point Portfolio 
EDSE 627 Assessment 
EDSE 628 Elementary Reading Curriculum and Strategies for Students with Disabilities who Access the General 

Curriculum 
EDSE 629 Secondary Curriculum and Strategies for Students with Disabilities who Access the General Curriculum 
EDSE 662 Consultation and Collaboration 
EDSE 792 Final Portfolio 
EDSE 544 Adapted Instructional Methods and Transition for Secondary Learners 
EDSE 590 Research in Special Education 
EDSE 517 Computer Applications for Special Populations 
EDSE 590 and EDSE 517 are required for the M.Ed. and are not part of licensure requirements. 

For further information, contact Sherley Channing at chaninsa@pwcs.edu or 
Joyce Elkins at 703.791.8318. 
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GMU - EDSE 501 online Course 
An online,on-demand version of the EDSE 501 course [Introduction to Special 
Education, which meets the VA requirement for provisional licensure in special 
education] will be available through George Mason University's Special Education 
Outreach Program during the summer of 2013. This opportunity is for employees of 
Virginia public and accredited private schools or for individuals who are sponsored by a 
school district for imminent hire. The course dates are May 20-August 26, 2013. 
Students can complete the course at their own pace with no face-to-face sessions. 
Students can start the course after the May 20th start date and can complete the 
course prior to the August 26th deadline. Tuition will be offered at a discounted rate. 

For more information, students should complete the survey found at 
http://gse.gmu.edu/programs/sped cohort program/cohort news/stories/S0lonline so 
that Mason advisers can contact them individually to complete the enrollment process. 
Space is limited; enrollments will be processed in the order they are received. 

http://gse.gmu.edu/programs/sped



